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(Kabul: Erada) 

President Hamid 
Karzai met Hajji 
Sayed Daud, director 
of Afghan Media 
Resource Center. In 
this meeting. the 
publications, its 
independent status 
and the activities of 
the AMRC were 
explained to the 
president. 

Fortunately, number 
of independent 

nnhliratinrK in Kahili 


has increased since 
last year. The people 
are also interested in 
independent 
publications; 
therefore, the 

publications should 
work toward 

developing firm laws 
and establishing 
normalcy in the 
country. Hajji Sayed 
Daud added that 
every Afghan is 
responsible for 

rnrinpratino with fhp 


Transitional 
Government in 

forming a national 
unity and security. 
Our professional and 
experienced staff 
should take advantage 
of the international 
aid for the betterment 
of the country. Hajji 
Sayed Daud added 
that publications in 
Kabul are divided into 
three groups: First, 
are those publications 
that helorm tr> a 


particular group or 
party; second, are 
those publications that 
work for business and 
advertising; and the 
third group includes 
the independent 
publications. All of 
these publications 
are doing well and 
are attractive. It time 
for the people of 
Afghanistan to serve 
their country. 

President Karzai 


Viic cnnnnrt tr\ 


the publications and 
mentioned that the 
country should take 
steps toward 

democracy and open 
elections and 

reconstruction with 
the help of the 
independent 
publications. 

Hajii Sayed Daud 
asked Hamid Karzai 
to invite Afghan 
journalists to brief 
him, since they 


could help inform 
him about crisis of 
the country and 
about possible 
solutions to its 
problems. President 
Karzai said he has 
been impressed with 
the activities of the 
Afghan Media 
Resource Center in 
the past years, and 
hoped that it would 
participate in the 
reconstruction. At 


the end, Hajji Sayed 
Daud thanked 
President Karzai and 
also welcomed his 
advice and said that 
it would be useful 
for the betterment of 
Afghanistan. Mr. 
Sayed Fazal Akbar, 
head of the 
publications office 
of Hamid Karzai, 
was also present in 
this meeting. 


People say: 

The central bank is 
not ready to pay the 
Ministry of 

Finance. Therefore, 
officials of the 
government 
administrations 
have not received 
salaries for the past 
three months. 

People say: 

Finally, the 

deposed people and 
those who were 
displeased with the 
Transitional 
Government, 
succeeded to go to 
pilgrimage to 

Mecca without 
paying a penny 
since the 

Transitional 
Government 
announced a free 
pilgrimage to 

Mecca for some of 
the government 
officials. 

People say: 

Some of the people 
who wanted to put 
a ban on cable TV 
were the same 
people involved in 
the business of dish 
antennas and digital 
antennas. They 


observed that the 
cable TV was 
cheaper and was 
depressing the 
business of dish 
antennas. 

People say: 

In order to get 
funding, the NGOs 
are spending too 
much * time 

showcasing their 
activities. For 

instance, one de- 
mining NGO is 
working along the 
Kabul-Torkham 
main road. Why is 
no one asking them 
that these areas 
have already been 
de-mined many 
times and all of the 
returned refugees 
have crossed these 
areas. Why is no 
one asking them 
why they are 
working along the 
roads where the 
Land Cruisers of 
the donors are 
commuting. Why is 
no-one asking them 
why they do not 
work instead on the 
lands where the 
land mines have 
been placed. 
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The news of a 
February 15 robbery, 
where money and 
documents were stolen 
from the NGO 
Solidarity, and a 
subsequent robbery of 
US$ 25,000 from a 
UNICEF car is 
depressing to ordinary 
Afghan citizens. 
Such events are not 
routine in our city. The 
Afghan people may be 
very oppressed, but 
they are not cruel 
opportunists. Afghans 
will not attack NGOs 
when they are hungry 
or poor, as may happen 
in other countries. 
Accusations that 

ordinary Afghans may 


have ,.been involved in pressing 

these incidents countries 

damages our pride, contributed 

trust, belief, troops to provide 

personality and our security in Kabul 9 

credit. It suggests that Why are they doing 

Afghans failed in their nothing? The answer 

hospitality, that may lie in the fact that 

Afghans bite the hands these NGOs are 
that feed them and themselves involved in 

break the legs that are these robberies and 

helping to support their that the officials 

country. In addition, working in the NGOs 

such news discourages are involved in the 

foreign assistance looting. They are 

agencies and NGOs blaming ordinary 

that want to help citizens, because they 

So why is Solidarity are weak and have no 

not asking the recourse. It is clear 

International Security that these NGOs know 

Assistance Force who was involved, but 

(ISAF) to do its job? ' are not taking them to 
Why is UNICEF not task. 


American military officials said that 
American troops were ambushed in the 
northeast of Afghanistan near the Pakistan 
border. According to reports received from 
the area, the accident caused no casualties to 
the American troops. Roger King, a 
spokesman for the American troops said that 
the accident took place on Tuesday in Assaad 
Abad near the center of Kunduz province, 
those which is 130 kilometers from Kabul. He did 
not talk about the number of the attackers. 


ISAF 


Erada in fulfilling its role, which is to serve 
the country and its citizens. It now has a 
greater circulation in the capital and 
provinces. It has planed to take a big step in 
publishing and advertising in the country. 
Erada publishes announcements of the 
missing children, mental patients, assistance 
of the welfare NGOs, Red Cross, Ministry 
of the Martyrs and disabled and 
immigrations affairs free-of-charge 
Erada charges for obituaries, message of 
condolence, and missing documents. 

Erada accepts advertisements from 
government Administrations and 

Organizations at 50% discount 
Erada publishes business advertisements, 
advertisements for publicity of the national 
traders and internal and external NGOs with 
30% discount. 

Erada also gives free advice in 
arrangements of the advertisements and 
pictures for them. 

Address: Parwan Mina, Cinema Baharistan, 
Hajji Mir Ahmad Street, house # 95. 
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1 1 for the national peace and and comfortable lives. I ha 

unity'. Our aim is the Question: How can the is j 

Government will 


settlement and Transitional 

strengthening of have peace and security in well-known 

democracy. all parts of the country? newspaper. I 1 

Question: Most Afghans How can real law replace Erada provides 

think that you declared the armed people in the compatriots u: 

your support for the Loya provinces? information that 

Jirga and for Zahir Shah Answer: As 1 mentioned benefit the country 
for the first time during the before, since there is no J-farrtirl 
past two decades, national army, confusion 


Hamid 


Karzai will 
leave for Japan on 
Thursday to attend a 
conference Tokyo 
regarding Japanese aid 
to Afghanistan. Sayed 
Fazal Akbar, a 
spokesman for the 
Afghan president, said 
that Japan is ready to 
pay most of the aid 
money, which will be 




Pir Sayed Ahmad a commission is about, activities confidently. 1 
Gailani: I always say that Anyway, this commission would also mention 
if there is no national army, should take on the task of that the participants are 
confusion will continue to solving the country's crises chosen from the Loya 
exist in Afghanistan, legally - crises that are Jirga and also from 
Having security in the now being solved through each province, 

country is very' important, the use of power. I am in Therefore 1, as a 
and 1 hope the responsible favor of the Constitution member of the 
commission takes some Commission • and government, prefer this 

vital and urgent steps. Fundamental Law of 1965, National Jirga. 

Question: How do you since it is a very good and Question: Please tell 
judge the Human Rights suitable one. So this new us if you are one of the 
Commission and the commission should be candidates in the 
Justice Commission at the similar and include some upcoming elections, 
moment? parts of the former one. Answ er: Elections are 

n : Is cable TV very far off -yet, and 1 
Islam in will certainly be 
stan? And please making a decision. I, as 
jout the legality of a citizen of this 

country, have a legal 
right to nominate 
myself in elections, but 
Cable TV has first I will observe the 
different situation and then 
1 don't think this make a decision. 

The 


program. rresi dent 

Karzai will present his 
comments in the 

conference. This 

conference will be held 
after the 


one year 
Tokyo Ministerial 

Meeting, which was 
held to raise financial 
support for 

Afghanistan in 2002. 


Counterfeiters I NGO Rebuilds 1000 

Homes in Parwan 

500 Additional Houses 
to be Rebuilt Soon 


Two kinds of counterfeited 
Afghan currency has 
appeared in the markets. A 
high-ranking official of 
Interior Ministry of 

Afghanistan, who did not 
mention his name, said that 
a huge quantity of the ' 
counterfeited Afghan 

currency is being imported 
from Pakistan, and is being 
used in Kabul and 

provincial markets. He 
added that two kinds of 
counterfeited Afghan 

currency currently exist. 

One kind looks very 

different from the real 
Afghan currency, while the 
other kind has been made 
very cleverly to look 

similar He added that 
Afghan policemen are 
investigating this crime and 
that Pakistan intelligence is 
also involved. This 
counterfeited money is 
deceiving many people in 
the provinces since they are 
not familiar with the new 
Afghan currency. The 
officials of Interior Ministry 
of Afghanistan said that some 
Turkish and Iranian citizens 
are also involved in this 
crime. 


human rights in the commeni 
Afghanistan since 1979, so Supreme C< 
the Human Rights Fazal Hadi 

Commission has more Answer 
work to do. The Justice raised many 
Commission should issues 

improve and correct the problem is a complicated Question 
judicial system. If one. Anything that is National Unity 

government officials against our culture and our Organization, an 

succeed in making and beliefs should be refused, organization that 

improving these two but anything that improves struggled for peace and 
commissions, but then do the knowledge of our security, was run by 
not follow them, all of their people and is in their your leadership and 
efforts and struggles will interest, should be other experienced staff, 

have been useless. 1 wish provided to our deprived Do you have a plan to 
these officials successes in population. So the problem change it into a 
developing and following of cable TV is about the political party 0 
the recommendations of content ot its good and bad Answer: As a first 
these commissions. programs. step, we want to 

Question: What advice or Question: Do you think change the Afghanistan 
guidance do you have for choosing participants for National Islamic 

the Constitutional the National Jirga from Mahaz, which was 

Commission? the Loya Jirga will form a formed as a Jihadi 

Answer: I and some of the real National Jirgal And group, into a political 
other leaders involved in do you agree with this party. We also want to 
Jihad were invited to National Jirga? activate the National 

participate on this Answer: Forming a Unity Organization, 

commission, and we were National Jirga was a w'hich was really a 
asked to give our points of decision of the Loya Jirga , coalition of political 
view'. But it is hard to give so it is a lawful Jirga and interests. We have 
one's opinion about it should be formed. It done most ol the initial 
something without a basic should perform its role, work, and it will soon 
understanding of what such and it should follow its be a huge movement 


Parwan: assistance. It is said that 

One thousand destroyed these houses were 
houses were rebuilt and destroyed during the 
given to their owners in war between Taliban 
the bilt by the and the Northern 
Organization for Alliance. The same 

Suburb Improvement. NGO intends to rebuild 
CWS, an American 500 more houses and to 
NGO surmorted the return them to their 
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